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The following outline and sample forms are designed to facilitate
your setting up a 4-Way Test Essay Contest in your  community’s
schools.

1.  TIME SCHEDULE:

A. October - contact school and request their participation in
your contest.  Send announcement to English teachers at all area high
schools announcing contest.  Include the following information.

(1) Who Is Eligible To Compete
(2) Rules
(3) Copy of 4-Way Test
(4) Copy of Scoring Sheet
(5) Competition Procedures
(6) Prizes
(7) Deadlines & Dates of Competition Stages
(8) Winner Obligations at Each Stage
(9) Entry Forms
(10) 4-Way Test Resource Information
(11) Sample Essay

B. January - First Stage:  Local School Contest
(1) Deadline for receiving entry form with essay should be by

middle of month.  Winners to be announced first week in February.  (Before
any information is sent to schools, your group must decide who is to be
responsible for judging essays at this stage — people appointed by your
club or English teachers appointed by someone at the local school.) Awards
can include First through Third Place.
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C.  February - Second Stage:  Area Schools
(2) Deadline for receiving second stage entry form with win-

ning essay should be middle of month.  Winners to be announced first week
in March.  (Before any information is sent to schools, your group must de-
cide criteria for who is to be responsible for judging essays at this stage.
The people appointed should be experts: journalists, writers or teachers
who are not part of or associated with any of the local schools involved.)
Awards include First - Third Place.

D.  March - Final Stage:  Regional/State Schools
(1) Deadline for receiving final stage entry form with winning

essay should be middle of month.  Winners to be announced first week in
April.  (Before any information is sent to schools, your group must decide
criteria as to who is to be responsible for judging essays at this stage.
The people appointed should be experts:  journalists, writers or teachers
who are not part of or associated with any of the schools with contes-
tants entered at any stage of the competition.)  Awards include First -
Third Place and several Honorable Mentions.

E.   April/May or June - Ceremony Recognizing Final Winners and
Awarding Prizes!

F.   Your Contest May Only Involve 2 Levels —  the in-house local
school competition and an area competition, or the first stage may be
several area competitions and then a regional finals with anywhere from
7 - 20 schools participating.  With the later scenario, you would not have
contestants representing their schools.  Adjust your time table accord-
ing to whatever format you choose.  If only 2 levels are involved you may
want to award some additional Honorable Mentions at the second level.

2. ELIGIBLE CONTESTANTS:

A. Any high school freshman, sophomore, jun-
ior or senior except a student who has placed among
the top 3 winners of a previous 4-Way Test Essay
Contest or a student who is a concurring (entering
this year) contestant in a 4-Way Test Public Speaking
conest.
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3. RULES:

A. Content:  Explains the contestant’s understanding of The 4-Way
Test and how it relates to his/her life, experiences and/or society in gen-
eral.

B.  Length:  500 to 1,000 words.

C. Contest Information:
(1) Gives person/address where initial entry form and essay must

be received and by what date and when results will be announced.
(2) First Stage (School) Deadline:  January 15, 2002.  Results

announced February 5, 2002.
(3) Second Stage (Area) Deadline:  Winning essay from each

school in area must be received by June Holloway, 220 Dresden Road, Pierce,
GA 30314 no later than February 15, 2002.  Results announced Marach 5,
2002.

(4) Third Stage (Regional) Deadline:  Winning essay from each
area acontest must be received by Walter Cohen, 440 Eastern Street, At-
lanta, GA 30327 no later than March 15, 2002.  Results announced April 5,
2002.  Ceremony to be held May 12, 2002 at 11:30 AM at Chez Roberts,
2020 Hawthorne Road, Burns, GA 30357.

D. Judging Criteria:
(1) Content (45%)

a. Shows practical application 4-Way Test throughout
essay (1-15 points)
b. Uses examples from peer group experience (1-15
points)
c. Has Human interest appeal and color (1-15 points)

(2) Language (30%)
a. Spelling (1-7 points)
b. Punctuation (1-7 points)
c. Grammar (1-8 points)
d. Choice of words, clarity and expressiveness (1-8
points)

(3) Organization (25%)
a. Neatness paper (1-3 points)
b. Introduction (Captures reader’s attention and
establishes major theme of essay.  (1-7 points)
c. Development - Ideas presented, supported and
explained in clear logical order with smooth
transitions. (1-8 points)
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d. Conclusion - Emphasizes major theme in essay
leaving reader with a clear, concise message or point
of application. (1-7 points)

4. PURPOSE OF CONTEST:

A. To provide an opportunity for youth through written expression to
explain their understanding of The 4-Way Test as it relates to their life, their
experiences and/or society in general.

5. CONTEST PROCEDURES:

A.  Be sure schools participating give each contestant a Student Entry
Packet.  Information on The 4-Way Test can be obtained by students from
The 4-Way Test Association by mail and from its website:
www.4waytest.org.

6. PRIZES:

A. Financial Award (Cash or Savings Bond)

B. Arrange to have winning essay published
in some popular magazine, newspaper, etc.

C. Awards Ceremony

7. SAMPLES:

A. School/Administrator Information Packet
(1) Letter to School Administration
(2) Bulletin Board Flyer on 11"x17: or 8 1/2 X 11" paper

B. Student Information Packet
(1) Entry Form
(2) “What Is The 4-Way Test?” background sheet and resource

information
(3) Copy of Judges’ Score Sheet
(4) Contest Information Sheet with description of Contest Rules,

Who Is Eligible, Winner Obligations, Where and To Whom to
Send Essay, Each Level’s Procedures and the When/How Win
ners of EAch are Annoucned.

(5) Sample Essay (if possible from Past Winner)
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